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VILLAGE OF PEWAUKEE 
Village Board Meetings 

June 7, 2016 
 
1. Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance, Moment of Silence and Roll Call 
President Knutson called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited followed by a moment of silence. 
 
The following Village Board members were present on Roll Call: Trustee Paul Evert, Trustee Kevin Yonke, 
Trustee Cathy Baumann, Trustee Joe Zompa, Trustee Tom Calder, and President Jeff Knutson; Trustee 
Heather Gergen was excused. 
 
Also Present: PD Chief, Tim Otto; PD Lieutenant, Mark Garry; Village Planner, Mary Censky; Village 
Attorney, Mark Blum; Village Administrator, Scott Gosse; Village Clerk, Chaz Schumacher. 
 
2. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Ordinance No. 2016-08, Ordinance to Amend Section 40.134 and 40.152(a) of the Municipal 
Code of the Village of Pewaukee 

President Knutson closed the Public Hearing at approximately 7:03 p.m. 
 

b. Ordinance No. 2016-09, Ordinance to Amend Section 40.424 of the Municipal Code of the 
Village of Pewaukee Regarding Vision Clearance Triangles at Intersections 

President Knutson closed the Public Hearing at approximately 7:04 p.m. 
 

c. Ordinance No. 2016-10, Ordinance to Amend Section 40.436(b)(3)b of the Municipal Code of 
the Village of Pewaukee Regarding Establishment of a Process for the Review of Residential 
Design Requirement Appeals 

President Knutson closed the Public Hearing at approximately 7:05 p.m. 
 
3. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting 
Clerk Schumacher stated Trustee Gergen had requested the minutes reflect clarification of the project 
location.  Schumacher prepared an addition to item 6.h on page 5, after the seventh paragraph and 
before Attorney Blum’s comment regarding a lack of a motion, as follows: 

‘DPW Director White stated the sidewalk would go from the east side of Leanore Court, down 
Third Street to Lookout Drive.  President Knutson asked if Third Street was included in the 
project.  Trustee Baumann stated it is not scheduled until 2018.  White responded that the 
current project included Third Street from Tower Court to Lookout Drive.  Discussion followed.’ 
 

Trustee Zompa moved, seconded by President Knutson to approve the June 7, 2016 Village Board 
minutes as amended.  Motion carried 5-0-1, Trustee Calder abstained. 
 
4. Citizen Comments 
Jim Grabowski – 128 Park Avenue – Mr. Grabowski stated there is a group of citizens concerned with 
downtown development and how the Plan Commission is handling new business proposals.  He stated 
that residents are learning that it’s not a lack of interest in developing downtown but that the restrictive 
ordinances have rendered multiple properties undevelopable.  He requested the Board consider 
lessening restrictions.  Mr. Grabowski stated concern that Beachside Boat & Bait was required to give 
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permission before a citizen could be helped with their vehicle at the boat ramp.  He stated he doesn’t 
feel Beachside should have jurisdiction over the Village park and boat ramp. 
 
Resident – 325 Quinlan Drive – The resident stated their agreement with Mr. Grabowski’s comments 
and stated their concern over the lack of downtown development.  They stated there needs to be 
cooperation between the Village Board and Plan Commission.  They stated there is a group of citizens 
concerned by the lack of Police Department presence by the beach and requested an additional officer 
to be present.    
 
5. Resolutions 

a. Resolution 2016-03, 2015 Compliance Maintenance Annual Report 
Administrator Gosse stated this is more of a housekeeping matter that was prepared by DPW Director 
White.  He stated it is a yearly report that provides information to the DNR. 
 
Trustee Calder moved, seconded by Trustee Zompa to approve Resolution 2016-03, 2015 Compliance 
Maintenance Annual Report as presented.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
6. Ordinances 

a. Ordinance No. 2016-08, Ordinance to Amend Section 40.134 and 40.152(a) of the Municipal 
Code of the Village of Pewaukee 

Planner Censky stated the Village Code in R-5 provides for the Plan Commission to potentially grant 
requests through the conditional use grant process for setbacks, etc.  She stated the Village recently had 
an item for a property on High Street wanting a detached garage closer to the lot line and higher than 
allowed.  The applicant would have to go through the Plan Commission for the setbacks and the Zoning 
Board of Appeals for the height variance proposal.  She stated the item raised staff awareness about 
coordinating between the ZBA for a variance and the Plan Commission for a conditional use grant.  The 
proposed ordinance would allow the ZBA to review an application when both a variance and a 
conditional use grant are being requested.  
 
Trustee Zompa inquired into how many cases or instances have occurred like the example being used.  
Planner Censky stated it has been rare.  Zompa asked why the Village should change the ordinance for 
rare cases, why not work with them on a case by case.  Censky replied they could work with them case 
by case. 
 
Trustee Baumann stated her agreement with Trustee Zompa.  She stated she doesn’t remember an 
instance like the example presented.  She stated there are checks and balances for a reason. 
 
Trustee Calder asked if it was fair to say the change empowers the Zoning Board of Appeals and gives 
them more latitude.  He stated he was on the Plan commission for years and the last thing he wanted to 
hear was a business that didn’t make it because of no parking.  Censky replied that the Plan Commission 
has purview over a narrow inventory of items.  Calder stated that whatever the Plan Commission 
decides, the Village Board does and rubber stamps it.  Administrator Gosse stated the ZBA would still 
have the ability to hear appeals, it still is that process. 
 
Trustee Evert stated he agrees with not proceeding. 
 
Trustee Yonke agreed with not proceeding. 
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Trustee Baumann stated Trustee Calder made a good point in that the Plan Commission decisions end 
up in front of the Village Board but that the ZBA does not end up in front of the Village Board. 
 
Trustee Baumann moved, seconded by Trustee Evert to deny Ordinance 2016-08, Amending Section 
40.134 and 40.152(a) of the Municipal Code of the Village of Pewaukee.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

b. Ordinance No. 2016-09, Ordinance to Amend Section 40.424 of the Municipal Code of the 
Village of Pewaukee Regarding Vision Clearance Triangles at Intersections 

Planner Censky stated this item arises from staff because a recent item caused the Village Planner to get 
involved in a residential design review, normally this is done by the Building Inspector.  She stated that 
as she reviewed the site plan and other plans for the home, she applied all of the current standards, 
including the 50’ vision triangle.  It became apparent that most R-5 lots have this restrictive 50’ vision 
triangle with no obstructions allowed in the triangle.  She felt this was an excessive number and 
researched neighboring communities to see if they were similar and found that most were less 
restrictive and also made restrictions on the height of obstructions in the vision triangle.  Censky stated 
the Plan Commission felt the 15’ vision triangle was too high and they recommended modifying it to say 
25’ vision triangle and in the case of arterials 35’ vision triangle, with a provision included that the Plan 
Commission could review and waive on an individual basis and with recommendation from the DPW 
Director/Engineer. 
 
Trustee Calder asked about existing properties and their ability to only build in the existing foot print.  
Censky stated only if they don’t encroach on the vision triangle. 
 
Trustee Baumann asked how often this occurs.  Censky stated she can’t say because this is the first time 
she’s been brought into a residential review.  Censky stated she doesn’t have the number of legal non-
conforming lots. 
 
Administrator Gosse stated staff found out that the Village is out of sync with other communities.  It was 
brought before the Plan Commission and the Plan Commission felt the need to move forward with it. 
 
Trustee Zompa stated he is okay with the approaches; he was surprised the Building Inspector didn’t 
bring it forward if it was a problem. 
 
Trustee Calder asked if this specific to one property.  Censky responded it was not, it is village wide.  
Calder asked if it was precipitated by one property.  Censky responded no, ordinances are not made for 
just one property. 
 
Trustee Evert stated the Village has so many blind corners already, it’s an ongoing problem and that 
somewhere down the line if the Village changes this, someone will get hurt.   
 
President Knutson stated he voted against this because of when it came up, if had been brought forward 
at any other time he would have been in favor of it, but it was brought with a building plan review and it 
gave a bad feeling of doing something for one property and he didn’t want to set a precedence in the 
community.  For him it was a timing conflict.  Discussion followed. 
 
Trustee Zompa stated this particular case caused a review and the request for a change is okay.  He 
stated what is being looked at is that the Village is not in sync with other communities, he wouldn’t 
make a decision if there was a safety concern, the DPW can override if it’s not safe.  Discussion followed. 



  VB 6.7.2016 

4 
 

Planner Censky stated staff would not address or enable any individual project to advance.  She stated 
up until this point there was no involvement in the review process because the City of Pewaukee 
Building Services has been reviewing applications.    She stated she believes there was a gap in their 
knowledge or understanding of the Village guidelines.  Censky stated she met with the City Building 
Services and they weren’t aware of the guidelines.  Discussion followed. 
 
Trustee Zompa moved, seconded by Trustee Yonke to approve Ordinance No. 2016-09 amending 
Section 40.424 of the Municipal Code of the Village of Pewaukee Regarding Vision Clearance Triangles 
at Intersections.  Roll Call Vote was taken:   

Trustee Evert  Nay  Trustee Yonke    Aye 
  Trustee Baumann Nay  Trustee Zompa  Aye 
  Trustee Calder  Nay  President Knutson Nay 
Motion failed 2-4. 
 

c. Ordinance No. 2016-10, Ordinance to Amend Section 40.436(b)(3)b of the Municipal Code of 
the Village of Pewaukee Regarding Establishment of a Process for the Review of Residential 
Design Requirement Appeals 

Planner Censky stated this was the first time she was engaged in the residential permit request and as a 
result she reviewed all of the residential code.  She stated there was a lot of subjective language and 
that as the residential guidelines are written, requests would have to go before the Plan Commission but 
then the guidelines don’t state what the Plan Commission can do but then the applicant can appeal to 
the ZBA.  The ZBA has very strict guidelines on proving hardship and it’s not possible to show how 
different roofing materials can equal a hardship.  Censky stated most communities have a design 
committee, providing another body that can waive and modify the guidelines below the level of the ZBA.  
She stated the Plan Commission recently reviewed a request that was denied by the City Building 
Services.  The next step for the applicant is the ZBA but the ZBA can and should never grant an appeal to 
a case like the one the recently reviewed by the Plan Commission.  She stated the residential design 
guidelines are hard and fast and should not be modified by the ZBA, the proposed ordinance would 
allow the Plan Commission to review and modify.  The Building Services could recommend the 
developer appeal to the Plan Commission.  If the Village Board feels they don’t want to change the 
ordinance than the applicant would be required to appeal to the ZBA. 
 
Administrator Gosse stated the venue before the Plan Commission is the conditional use process.  
Discussion followed. 
 
Trustee Zompa stated he sits on the Plan Commission and he likes the proposed ordinance as it gives 
flexibility to residents to have a board listen and possibly give flexibility to design guidelines.  He stated 
this allows the Plan Commission to maintain quality.  Discussion followed. 
 
Trustee Zompa moved, seconded by Trustee Yonke to approve Ordinance 2016-10 Amending Section 
40.436(b)(3)b of the Municipal Code of the Village of Pewaukee Regarding Establishment of a Process 
for the Review of Residential Design Requirement Appeals.  President Knutson stated that he did vote 
against this but after reviewing with Administrator Gosse and Planner Censky he felt it could be a good 
thing for the community.  Roll Call Vote was taken: 
  Trustee Evert  Nay  Trustee Yonke  Aye 
  Trustee Baumann Nay  Trustee Zompa  Aye 
  Trustee Calder  Nay  President Knutson Aye 
Motion failed 3-3. 
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7. Old Business 
a. Remove from Table – Discussion and Possible Action on Village Code of Ethics 

No Motion made, Item remained tabled. 
 

b. Discussion and Possible Action on Pedestrian Bridge Design Selection 
Administrator Gosse stated the Village Board postponed this at the last meeting to provide Charlie 
Shong time to find any existing plans for the existing abutments. 
 
Charlie Shong, representing the Pewaukee River Partnership, gave an overview of the history of the 
bridge.  He stated he had heard the DNR would require the old abutments to be removed but there 
wasn’t much clarity on the issue so he researched it and was told if the Village wants to use the 
abutments and they don’t meet the 5’ clearance requirement, the Village could apply for a waiver.  
Shong gave an overview of his research in Madison, Wisconsin at the historical society.  He found out 
that Sparta, Wisconsin has built 5 pedestrian bridges since 2009, all built by volunteers.  Shong visited 
Sparta and met with Mr. Reinhardt, one of the members of ‘5 Shovelmen’ that designs and coordinates 
the building of the bridges.  Shong reviewed some of the designs in Sparta, Wisconsin that resembled 
the covered bridge design being presented by the MSOE students.  He stated he asked Mr. Reinhardt 
how he was able to certify the bridges, Mr. Reinhardt stated he did a risk-assessment and determined 
that the compression load would never have a catastrophic event and so he determined the risk was 
minimal from a construction and safety concern.  Shong stated the abutments will need some superficial 
repairs and preparation done to the area prior to the bridge installation.  He stated that Sparta did not 
have money for the bridges and did it all through donations and grant money.  Shong stated the 
Pewaukee River Partnership could start working on the permit but that the Village would have to be the 
applicant and Siepmann would have to be a part of the process. 
 
The Board thanked Mr. Shong for his work. 
 
Trustee Calder inquired into the next steps, would an easement be needed, and the power line moved.  
Attorney Blum stated that at the approval of the Siepmann project the Village asked for a landing spot 
for the pedestrian bridge but that there are no formal easements.  Administrator Gosse stated that at 
the time of the approval, the location of the landing was not known.  Discussion followed. 
 
Trustee Zompa stated the Board needs to first decide if they are using the existing abutments and if not, 
they need to be removed, if so, then an engineer needs to sign off on them.  He stated someone needs 
to take responsibility and say we’re putting a bridge on them and it’s safe.  Charlie Shong stated the 
Village may not get a certified stamp but that they could get a risk assessment.  Shong stated that Sparta 
had the same situation and they did it so they may be able to help the Village so it would be good to 
contact them.  Discussion followed. 
 

c. Discussion and Possible Action on Authorizing Preliminary  Design Phase of R.A. Smith 
National Pewaukee River Pedestrian Bridge Agreement 

Item deferred to the next Village Board meeting. 
 
8. New Business 

a. Discussion and Direction Regarding Trailer Parking Concern on Lake Street, Park Avenue, and 
Orchard Avenue 

President Knutson stated this item did go before the Public Works and Safety Committee. 
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Trustee Evert stated the Committee had a long discussion about this and made a recommendation to 
the Village Board.  He stated it’s more complicated than just putting a sign up. 
 
Attorney Blum stated the restrictions in a community need to be based on exercise of the Police 
Department and public health and safety.  He stated the Public Works and Safety Committee reviewed if 
there is a safety issue and talked about where the problem is.  He stated the Police Chief said with 
people wanting to park as close to the water as possible.  Blum stated the Village could possibly place 
restrictions on the 3 streets listed on Saturdays, Sundays, and Holidays.  The boat trailers may be an 
issue but the Village would be doing it because it’s a public safety issue and it doesn’t matter what kind 
of trailer. 
 
Trustee Zompa asked how the sign would read.  PD Chief Otto stated it would read, No trailer parking on 
Saturdays, Sundays, and Holidays.  Otto stated Muskego has a similar sign.  Discussion followed. 
 
Trustee Calder stated the Village invested money in Laimon Property and now the Village wants to 
restrict access to the lake.  Trustee Yonke stated Waukesha County limits the number of boats and the 
City of Pewaukee charges and limits parking.  President Knutson stated there is parking on the Laimon 
Property and there is parking at Koepp Park.  Knutson stated if you lived on Lake Street or Park Avenue, 
there was no parking on Memorial Day.  Knutson stated the Village owns Laimon Property now and the 
Village should address the problem; the Village will still get boat launches. 
 
Trustee Baumann moved, seconded by Trustee Yonke to approve the recommendation by the Public 
Works & Safety Committee to prohibit trailer parking on Lake Street and Park Avenue to Lookout 
Drive, all of Orchard Avenue on both sides on Saturdays, Sundays, and Holidays.  Motion carried 4-2; 
Trustee Zompa and Trustee Calder voted nay. 
 

b. License Approvals and Vendor Permits 
1. Operator Permits 

i. Temporary Operator Permits 
Trustee Baumann moved, seconded by Trustee Evert to approve the Temporary Operator permit as 
presented for Charles J. Rzutkiewicz for the Kiwanis Beach Party to be held on June 24 & 25, 2016.  
Motion carried 6-0. 
 

2. Transient Merchant Permits 
Trustee Calder moved, seconded by Trustee Zompa to approve the Transient Merchant applications as 
presented.  Baumann asked to discuss the applications.  Trustee Calder rescinded his motion, seconded 
by Trustee Zompa. 
 
Trustee Baumann asked for clarification regarding the Get Juiced! application because the application 
states the applicant would be selling at farmer’s markets and the memo states the applicant would be 
going door to door.  Staff was directed contact the applicant to confirm if the applicant would be 
distributing flyers or going door to door.   
 
Trustee Calder moved, seconded by Trustee Zompa to approve the Transient Merchant applications 
for Matthew J. Hohl and Matthew J. Green as presented for Matty’s Ice Cream LLC for 60 days.  
Motion carried 6-0. 
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Trustee Baumann moved, seconded by Trustee Calder to table the review of the transient merchant 
permit for Get Juiced! pending additional information.  Motion carried 6-0. 
   
9. Citizen Comments 
None. 
 
10. Closed Session – The Village Board of the Village of Pewaukee will enter into closed session pursuant 

to Wis. Statute Section 19.85(1)(c) to consider employment, promotion, compensation or 
performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has 
jurisdiction or exercises responsibility, specifically to consider employment of a part-time Police Clerk 
candidate; and pursuant to Wis. Statute Section 19.85(1)(c) to consider employment, promotion, 
compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental 
body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility, specifically to consider employment of Director of 
Public Works/Engineer candidates; and pursuant to Wis. Statute Section 19.85(1)(e) for the purpose 
of deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or 
conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a 
closed session, specifically to discuss a negotiating strategy regarding a fire and EMS agreement 
with the City of Pewaukee. 

 
Trustee Evert moved, seconded by Trustee Baumann to move into Closed Session at approximately 
8:48 p.m. 
 
11. Reconvene Into Open Session 
Trustee Calder moved, seconded by Trustee Evert to reconvene into Open Session at approximately 
9:07 p.m.  Motion carried by Roll Call Vote, 6-0. 
 
12. Action Out of Closed Session 

a. Possible Action on Hiring Part-time Police Clerk 
Trustee Calder moved, seconded by Trustee Evert to move forward with the candidate selected by the 
Police Department with the wage starting at $17.50 and increasing to $18.00 if needed.  Motion 
carried 6-0. 
 

b. Possible Action on Hiring Director of Public Works/Engineer 
Trustee Zompa moved, seconded by Trustee Yonke to extend an offer at $93,000.00 with 3 weeks of 
vacation but vacation prorated at 2 weeks for the remainder of 2016.  Motion carried 5-1; Trustee 
Calder voted nay. 
 
13. Adjournment 
Trustee Baumann moved, seconded by Trustee Evert to adjourn the June 7, 2016 Village Board 
Meeting.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at approximately 9:17 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Chaz M. Schumacher 
Village Clerk 


